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Book Reviews 
While we applaud the author’s thoroughness and scholarship in bringing out in book form 
a theory that is now at the cutting edge of mathematics, we must at the same time ask how 
many currently active mathematicians will be able to read such a book. The basic background 
in algebraic geometry and in whatever other fields is needed to understand even page one is 
missing. as the author admits in the introduction. An optimistic estimate might put the 
number of readers at twelve. Under the circumstances, it is fair to ask whether it might not 
have been preferable to circulate the manuscript among the twelve persons involved, rather 
than inflict a copy on every unsuspecting library that subscribes to every book published by 
Springer. 
A useful pricis of much that is currently at the vanguard of mathematics. The treatment is 
accessible to a wide public (as most Russian books are); the topics are carefully selected and 
even more carefully presented. The treatment of superspaces and much that goes with them 
is particularly attractive; so is the Berezin integral. Super-mathematics is one of the hottest 
games in town. 
H. M. S. COXETER, Project& G~~omrtr~. Springer-Verlag. 1987. I61 pp 
There is much to be said about a book that is perfect. If we were asked to pick a worthy 
successor to Euclid’s elements, we might choose this one. Of course, the synthetic method in 
geometry is now “out of fashion.” This simply means that it will be back in fashion in another 
five years (cycles have become shorter in our time), so we might as well gear up to a few hours 
of high mathematical entertainment by reading this book on some cold winter evening. 
D. J. DALEY ANII D. VEKE-JONES, An ln~mhtion 10 /hr Theory of Pain/ Prmmws. 
Springer-Verlag. 1988. 702 pp. 
Point processes are now one of the impressive branches of probability, a testing ground for 
new ideas and an outlet for theorems that might otherwise have remained in the domain of 
measure-theoretic abstraction. The theory has not yet attained the degree of sophistication of 
Markov processes and can therefore still be read by non-experts. The only fly in the ointment 
is the fact that it is difficult to produce genuinely new point processes. that is. point processes 
that are not associated in some way or other with the Poisson process. But they will come, 
no doubt. 
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